THE SPIRITUAL ITUMANISM or BIIIMA BHOJ 


Bhima Bhoi was neither a metaphysician nor a religious 
prophet nor a moral philosopher nor even a social reformer in the 
accepted sense of the terms. Nevertheless from his writings which 
appear in form of spontaneous outpourings one can unmistakably 
discern a definite metaphysical vision of reality, a religious perspective, 
a moral paradigm and a social outlook. The chief motivation which 
stands out in and through the writings of the philosopher-poet Bhima 
Bhoi is his utter concern and empathy for the fellow men and fervent 
zeal to help them come out of the state of decadence and suffering. 
Every now and then one comes across a couplet expressing his deep 
agony at the state of affairs in his time. He obviously lived in a period 
when the society was passing through the most difficult trauma. Despite 
our rich philosophical legacy he bemoans up people who have fallen 
into utter ignorance by forgetting God, the Siinya. As a result people 
have neither respect for virtue nor fear of sin. In fact the polarities of 
good and evil are thinned into insignificance. Disorder has become the 
order of the day. 


dinu dinu maha anartha helal!i thaya na 
rahuchhi dekha  brahma-ninda — kari 
melechha heleni tini bhubanara loka. 
papa-punyaku kahari bhaya nahin samaste 
galeni bhasi’. 


lhe planet earth suffers from the dead weight of sin and there is 
hardly any place for the righteous and saintly people. brahmal!dare papa 
bhara kemante taribi mami... 
santha sadhu kehi rahi na parile jaga 


nuhin na Inedini, 


prak?tire sarve basa hoichhanli ati 
unnj6lda hop. 


The distinction between good and evil having been blutTed, 
» people at large live by the dictates of the instincts. Man is construed as a 
sensuous being indistinguishable from animals. Where is the rationality 
when man is given to the vagaries of whims and caprices ? When 
rationality 1s conspicuous by its absence, what to speak of spirituality 
which constitutes the very essence of every manifestation. Metaphysically 
Bhima Bhoi was a monist, a non-dualist. Reality is one, siinya and 
indeterminate. It is the one reality which has manifested in many. Though 
he appears in form of every finite expression, he himself is indeterminate. 
The term alekha, siinya nirveda are symbolic of the indeterminate nature 
of ultimate reality. Reality is of the nature of void having no form or 
contour- Rupa rekha nahin, he stinya dehi. 


It can be found in a stone or a wood but it is not to be equated with 
his expressions. The concept of immanence and transcendence is so lucidly 
brought out in Stutichintémapi. Thisgoes to show how the non-dual of 
advaita, the doctrine of void. sunyata of the Buddhists find a unique 
blending in the metaphysical views of philosopher in his writings. Though 
everything is divine it 1s not to be equated with any of its finite expressions. 
This makes him vocal against the idol-worship and the religious 
institutions thffing on it. An idol is an inert, lifeless made up of the 
mahubhitas. It can hardly satiate the limitless craving of the individual. 
Man is essentially infinite, therefore his cravings are infinite. A life-less 
idol can hardly be a saviour of man. It is the height of ignorance to make 
worldly-offerings to God with the hope of redemption. 


achetare sina janapravi mane karuchhanti 
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pilgritnage. Since God exists in every particular an(1 cvcry 
place, everything is sacred and every place is holy. Forgetting 
this the ignorant undettake long pilgritnage with the hopc of 
salvation .Since everyone is potentially (God. onc nccd not go 
outsi(ic and realise him. He need not go to caves, templcs to 
lincl flim but one has to turn the mind within. God can be served 
not by sacramental offerings, rites and rituals in the templcs but 
by serving the creation because the created world is nothing 
other than Him. If one looks for God over and above his 
manifestations, he is bound to be disappointed. One becomes 
enlightened when one realizes divinity in every stmcture. Elhis 
is spiritual progress according to Bhima Bhoi. Tille religion 
should help people to expand their vision wherein they realize 
God in its essential nature. 


na j6!1 charidigare pheruachha 
tirthabrata boli kari, jahinre lodiba 
tahin achhanti brahma bujhiba jebe 
bichari’. 


His surging love for his fellowmen made him appear as a 
non-compromising crusader against social discrimination. 
Hinduism in its decadent form was insuument in dividing people 
on caste-line. The sense of innate superiority and inferiority led to 
inhuman exploitation of the so-called low by the so-called high. 
Religious obscurantism coupled with the diseased social outlook 
heightened the suffering of the common man. Brahminism in its 
degenerate form floated views and doctrines which made people 
feel that God is prerogative of the select few. Scriptures were 
interpreted according to the convenience of the so-called upper 
class. Bhima Bhoi wanted to bling home the spirit of unity by 
fostering the vedantic ideals through his writings. Spiritualism 
admits of no distinctions of caste, colour, cred. “me practice of 
spiritualism consists in cultivation of cardinal values like love, 
compassion, non-violence etc. The vision of unity 
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as vyavashyuilnika budd,hi in the Gita. It consists in non 
attachment to sensuous objects and is dominated by 
singleminded devotion to moral efforts vyavasiiyiitmikt 
buddhirekz' ha kurunandana (B.G., 119 41) 


hus it can be seen how the humanism of Bhima Bhoi 
stands distinguished from other forms of humanism. A secular 
humanist assumes man to be the highest reality and the human 
values are by the man and for the man. There is explicit 
rejection of the transcendental and absolute autonomy is 
accorded to man who is the creator of his own world and a 
system of values. 


"There is no higher Being than man himself, so man 
must create his own values, set his own standards and goals, and 
work out his own salvation. There is nothing transcending man's 
own power and intelligence, so he cannot look for any . support 
from beyond himself, though, equally, he need not submit himself 
to any judgement beyond his own or that of his society19." 


The scientific humanism also subscribes to the basic 
contention of secular humanism in conceiving values in terms of 
human well-being and rejection of the noumenal in favour of . the 
phenomenal. 'me humanistic ideal of Bhima Bhoi is not based on 
secular morality but on spiritual values. The spiritual humanism, 
therefore, obviates the evils of materialism on the one hand and 
supernaturalism on the other. The conception of the society according 
to Bhima Bhoi does not rest on the reality of man and human interest 
but on the essential identity of all existence. It is a vision of spiritual 
community where the wellbeing of the rest and man being the most 
rationally developed ought to shoulder the responsibility of taking care 
of the rest of .the creation, The all-embracing love emanating from 
vision of unity led him to empathise for all. The feeling of oneness . 
transcends the opposition between altruism and egoism consummating 
in the ukge for service to one and all - sarvabhiita 
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hite rata)}. 


A secular humanist by way of glorifying the secular 


r 


decries sacred. In course of rejecting the 
transcendental, they reject the sacred. Quite 
mistakenly they equate religion with the sacred. 
Hence a dichotomy is created between sacred and 
secular. But in the conceptual fratnework of Bhima 
Bhoi the sacred is equated with the seculat 'Tllis is 
brought Out as he contends that the sacred core of 
all religions is one and the same and the sacred is 
constituted by the set of cardinal values which help 
us to bind everything together. So the truly sacred is 
truly seculat A sacred need not involve reference to 
the transcendental and the secular need not be 
defined in terms of the profane. Since every 
particular at every core is divine, there is hardly any 
room for social discrimination of any kind. As the 
same spark of divinity throbs in every being 
everyone has the right to realize perfection. Hence 
in a Uue religion there is no room for privilege or 
status quo. It open for all irrespective of caste and 


* creed. 


sadguru dharma ehi, kahaku mana nahin. 


eka javakara nuhanti thakura . achhi 
saburi bhaga, kotha loka heba antara 
nohiba jeun mane bhajuthibeti -aga7°. 
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This shows how spirituality in the practical domain takes 
the form of socialism. If humanism takes human beings as the 
highest reality and human interest as of focal concern, then it is 
bound to degenerate into individualism. Hence humanism in 
order to be truly socialistic has to base itself on the spirit of 
vision of unity. A spiritual vision cannot but express itself in a 
mode of P°listic living where everyother is treated as the 
expression of °"*'s own self. So Bhima Bhoi is a spiritualist 
whose humanism °° not plead for the exclusive cause of 
human species but 
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pleads for the welfare of all. 1)hima 13ho1, a tn1C humanist realiscd 
this and advocated spiritual humanism. Notes and References: 
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